
Burlington White Oak recognized as an Ontario Heritage Tree  
 
This majestic White Oak tree, 30 metres high and with a circumference close to 500 cm, 
is quite possibly one of the oldest and largest Quercus alba specimens in Canada. The 
tree was nominated jointly by Linda McKay of the Burlington Horticultural Society and 
Jane Irwin of the Burlington Historical Society for recognition under the Ontario 
Heritage Tree Program. The two BHS groups - �W�K�H�� �µ�+�R�U�W�¶�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �µ�+�L�V�W�¶��- together 
represent almost 150 years of community activity in Burlington. The city-owned oak, 
now standing by the north shore of Burlington Bay on Allview Ave, is estimated to be at 
least 300 years old.  
      

This o�D�N�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �%�X�U�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V�� �+�R�Q�R�X�U�� �5�R�O�O�� �W�U�H�H�V���� �� �,�W�V�� �Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\ 
�%�X�U�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�¶�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �)�R�U�H�V�W�H�U�� �5�L�F�N�� �/�L�S�V�L�W�W���� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H Burlington 
Horticultural Society over many decades to create and maintain the Honour Roll of 
heritage trees. Burlington was the first city in Ontario to develop its own honour roll tree 

program in 1975, which was based on Ontario's honour 
roll program, a Centennial project in 1967. 
 
�7�K�L�V���:�K�L�W�H���2�D�N���Z�D�V���D���V�X�U�Y�H�\�R�U�¶�V���E�H�Q�F�K�P�D�U�N���L�Q�������������I�R�U���D���W�U�H�D�W�\���D�U�U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H����
for the British Crown from the Mississaugue nation, of a block of land that soon 
afterwards became the 3450-�D�F�U�H���S�D�U�F�H�O���R�I���O�D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���µ�%�U�D�Q�W�¶�V���%�O�R�F�N�¶.  For more than 
�D�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���� �-�R�V�H�S�K�� �%�U�D�Q�W�¶�V�� �%�O�R�F�N�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�V�L�V�� �R�I��the subsequent development of 
Wellington Square and the Village of Burlington. Until 1957, the tree and survey line 
defined the border between Aldershot and Burlington. 
        

A brief ceremony celebrating this heritage tree was held on Frida,y October 21st, 2011 
with attendance by Mayor Rick Goldring, Councillors Rick Craven and Jack Dennison, 
City Forester Rick Lipsitt, MPP elect Jane McKenna, members of the Burlington 
Historical and Horticultural Societies, neighbours, and other supporters.  
      

   Joyce Vanderwoude, President 
Burlington Horticultural Society  

 
 

    
           

Alliston and District Horticultural Society Beautifies Shelter  
 
This year the Alliston and District Horticultural Society 
(ADHS) came to the aid of the Alliston and District 
Humane Society. The Humane Society, after many years of 
fund raising, has built a new shelter and asked the ADHS to 
help with designing, building, and planting the gardens at 
the shelter. The Horticultural Society provided the labour 
and plant materials.  
     
The gardens were designed by Master Gardener Marie 
Findley and created and planted by horticultural members 
John Clark and Marg Robertson.  This was a challenging 
project due to the granite hard soil base at the shelter and a 
dry hot summer. Dog walker and horticultural member 
Edith Steinmayr worked hard all summer keeping the new 
beds watered.  ADHS hopes to plant trees donated by a local 
business at the front of the shelter this fall. 
 
Sue Medhurst, President 
Alliston and District Horticultural Society  
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